
























































succeding Mr Ger Wegener, the
Netherlands.
It was agreed to further study possibilities of cooperation with
the Clearing House of the Council of Europe.
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Hungary was elected new Executive Committee
member.
Mr Michael Sulzbacher, Austria, was appointed new chairman
of the EU working group,  

Nhdori, 
L&z16

2nd G ene r a l Asse m b ly in Copenhagen , Den m a r k ,
Ap ril 22 -23 .
The Georgian National Olympic Committee was accepted as
full member of ENGSO.
Following the resignation of Mr Peter Lawson, Professor 

NortwSouth  dialogue;
to promote women and sports;
to provide external and internal information;
to strengthen internal cooperation between members and
externally;
to improve the instruments for sharing experience.
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all areas,
including youth sport developments;
to strive at the inclusion of sport in the revised Maastricht
Treaties;
to support sport development in new countries by
encouraging bilateral East/West cooperation as well as
developing a European approach of cooperation in East/
West relations as well as in the 

identify  an NGO view on sport development in 

- was adopted, which summarises the main
action fields where ENGSO sees a need for EU action.
The Assembly adopted an ENGSO Plan of Action including the
following:

to 

- “The Vienna
Memorandum ” 
A memorandum on the EU and Sport  



TAFISA for a discussion in order to
clarify the situation and identify future possibilities of co-
ordination and cooperation.
After the General Assembly meeting two seminars for new
members, “Sport and IT ” and “Voluntary Leadership ” were
organized.
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Niels-Jorgen Thogersen of DG X,
European Commission, encouraged ENGSO and its members
to go on with dynamic activities in order to have sport included
in the revised Maastricht Treaties.
MS Brita Bodin, Sweden, gave an introduction on basic findings
in terms of inter-cultural communication.
The Assembly decided to underline the bridge-building function
of ENGSO by inviting different European sport for all
organizations, as well as 

And&s Lipstok, also Estonian Minister of Economy, welcomed
the participants and gave an overview of the situation in the
country.
The National Olympic Committees of Andorra and of Belarus
were both accepted as full members of ENGSO.
The invited guest, Mr 

19120 ,1 ’996 .
The Chairman of the Estonian Central Sports Union, Mr

3rd G ene r a l Asse m b ly in Ta lli nn , Es ton ia ,
Sep te m be r 

Rodhe, Sweden, demonstrated the new information
technology by presenting an ENGSO home page on the
Internet.
It was decided to set up a project group led by Norway with
the task to formulate an ENGSO policy on Sport for Children
and Youth including a plan of action.
An appeal was given to ENGSO members to support the re-
construction of the Sport Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina.
In connection with the General Assembly two seminars were
offered to new ENGSO members on the topics “How to work
with the Mass media ” and “Fund raising activities ”.

Mr Fredrik 



Niels-Jorgen Thogersen, of
the EU Commission, DG X, gave a clear picture of the EU and
Sport situation; Sport in the Amsterdam Treaty, Sport in the
next century, TV without frontiers, eleven applications for EU
membership etc.
Regarding the development of policy strategy for ENGSO a
small project group was set up with the mandate to draft a

32

NOCs presenting the Swiss example. More examples were
given by NSF*NOC of Netherlands, the Norwegian Sports
Confederation and Olympic Committee, the Sports
Confederation of Iceland and others.
An intermediate report was given by the leader of the project
group “ENGSO Youth Sport Policy ” to be further discussed by
the next General Assembly following the deliberations made at
the European Youth Sports Conference in Norway in August
1997.
Reports were given about results of Round Table discussions
with top level representatives of six European and international
organisations of Sport for All, and here ENGSO fulfilled a
bridge-building function.
Also, it was reported by the Chairman that contacts with
representatives of disabled sport organisations at European
level had clearly shown their wish to closer co-operate with
ENGSO in the future.
The director of communication, Mr 

Rene Burkhalter then introduced an exchange of
experience on mergers between sports confederations and

RenC
Burkhalter, gave the delegates a welcoming address, including
a presentation on the situation of sport in Switzerland and the
new structure of the organisation.
Mr 

Mr 
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4th General Assembly in Bern, Switzerland, April
21-2 2
The President of the Swiss Olympic Association, 



- 21
Mr Vladimir Srb, President of the Czech Sport Association,
welcomed all participants to the General Assembly, and gave
an information about the development of the Czech sports
movement with reference to the new structure, the main aims
and activities as well as the relation with the NOC and co-
operation with the governmental authorities.
The National Olympic Committee of Turkey was granted
ENGSO membership. Further interest of ENGSO membership
had been signalled by the Sports Confederation of Greenland
and the NOC of Ireland.
The language problem was discussed and it was reconfirmed
that English is the ENGSO working language with option to be
used, should the case arise.
It was reported that fruitful deliberations had started with the
European region of the Paralympic Committee on forms of
integration of sport for disabled on national levels, and here it
was stated that ENGSO has possibilities of support in this
respect.
The General Assembly took notice of “Proposals to guidelines
for children and youth sport ”, presented by MS Kristin
Berthelsen of Norway and it was agreed that members should
further discuss the paper in time for the next General
Assembly.
Also, a status report on preparations of an ENGSO Policy
Document was discussed. The President of ENGSO
underlined that the further development of the Policy paper
would be supported by a special working session in order to
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5th G ene r a l Asse m b ly in P r ague , C zech Repub li c ,
O c tobe r 19 

future policy document and to present this first draft to the next
General Assembly.
Mr Marco Blatter presented a concept of an information
system for ENGSO and the Assembly asked him to continue
this work according to the lines given.



NGOs.
The General Assembly unanimously decided to adapt the
Sports Confederation of Greenland, the Olympic Committees
of Croatia and Cyprus and the Olympic Council of Ireland as
new ENGSO members. The amount of ENGSO memberships
is thus raised to 40.
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GOs and 

Schram, in his welcoming address to
the Assembly underlined the most important features of 90
years of the sport movement in Iceland. He referred to new
challenges for sport in a changing social and political
environment and stressed the need of mutual support within the
international sports movement in order to cope with common
problems and new tasks. He, furthermore, stressed that
ENGSO is a platform where the leadership gather and it is a
respected body of authority inviting all of us for a dialogue of
ideals and initiatives, for information and communication by
people who share the love for the sports and understanding of
role sports are playing ”.
ENGSO President, Mr Bengt Sevelius, in his report highlighted
some of the main achievements of ENGSO throughout the last
three years such as ENGSO guidelines for youth sports,
encouragement of equality in sports, partnership programs,
patronages of conferences and seminars, bridge-builder for
many “sport for all ” organisations active on European level
and, last but not least, ENGSO playing a major part in
achieving the introduction of a so called “Declaration on
sports ” in the Amsterdam Treaty. All this has led to the fact
that ENGSO now is looked upon as an important counterpart
among European  

6th G ene r a l Asse m b ly in Reyk jav ik , I ce land , Ap ril
23 - 2 4
The President of the National Olympic and Sports Association
of Iceland, Mr Ellert B 

produce and distribute a draft in due time before the next
General Assembly.
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Ma1 ta.
One unforgettable event during the assembly was a most
impressing reception by the President of the Republic of
Iceland, Mr Olafur Ragnar Grimsson, in his residence outside
Reykjavik.
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deci-ded no to stand for another term. The next
general assembly, spring 1999, was unanimously given to

Nadori, Hungary,
and Alexander Ronikier, Poland. As new member was elected
Michael Sulzbacher, Austria, replacing Lino Farrugia-Sacco,
Malta, who had 

Laszlo 
Rydzy-Gotz, Germany, and as

members Marco Blatter, Switzerland, 
Marlis 

Tonise, Estonia, the
secretary general, 

- 200 1
resulted in re-election of the President, Bengt Sevelius,
Sweden. The Vice President, Mr Toomas 

“ENGSO Guidelines for Youth Sport ” were adopted and a
special working group on youth in European sport was set up
with the task to monitor and follow up the recommendations in
the member countries.
Concerning future general assemblies it was unanimously
decided that with immediate effect, ENGSO would only hold
one general assembly per year and that the preferable period
would be spring since many other international organisations
used to celebrate their events in autumn. In this connection it
was also decided to hold a so called ENGSO Forum in autumn
each year as a second major ENGSO meeting for special
experts, which ENGSO members could send according to
respective topics. On behalf of Lithuania it was offered to
organise the first ENGSO Forum in autumn 1998 on financing
of sport, marketing and lobbying.
The elections for a new executive committee 1998 



- 1992
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- 1983
(No photo available)

Wim de Heer,
the Netherlands,

1983 

Willem van Ulsen,
the Netherlands, 1975 

Zjill,
the Netherlands,
1968-1975

ENGSO Chairmen

Wim van 



-
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- 1995

Bengt Sevelius,
Sweden,

1995 

Norbert  Wolf,
Germany,
1992 

ENGSO Chairmen



-
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Rydzy-G&z,
Germany,
1995 

- 1995

Ma rlis 

1981- 1985

Stig Hedlund,
Sweden,

1985 

Self,
Germany,

- 198 1
(No photo available)

Otto 

Nit Vlot,
the Netherlands, 1975 

ENGSO Secretaries General



- 1993

39

1966,1975,1983*

Hungary
Budapest 

- Frankfuti  
- 1982D&burg  

- 1993

1966,1967,1968,1970,1971,1974

Germany
Berlin 

- 
- 1985

Strasbourg 

I986,1992

France
Paris 

- 
- 1980

Helsinki 

- 1996

Finland
Tampere 

Tallinn  

1981,  I996

Estonia

- 

- I997

Denmark
Copenhagen 

I991
Prague 

- 

I991

Czech Republic
Nymburk 

1970,1974,1982,  - 

1972,1978,1984,1989,1995

Belgium
Brussels 

- Henna  
- 1976Baden-Oos  

Austriq

ENGSO meetings since 1966
listed per country.



1971,1976,1979,1983,1985,1987,1990,
1995
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- 

1989,1997

United Kingdom
London 

- 

1986,1994

Switzerland
Bern 

- 

- 1977

Sweden
Stockholm 

- 1968

Norway
Oslo 

1972,1984,1988,1994
Scheveningen 

- Papndal  
19751977,  I978- 

I981
The Hague  

1967,1969,1979,  - 

- 1986

The Netherlands
Amsterdam 

- 1990

Luxembourg
Luxembourg 

1980,1987,1992

Liechtenstein
Triesenberg 

- TelAviv  

1988,1998

Israel

- 
Iceland
Reykjavik 



Verband
TURKEY, National Olympic
Committee of Turkey
UNITED KINGDOM, The Central
Council of Physical Recreation
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Comitl  Olimpico Espanol
SWEDEN, Swedish Sports
Confederation
SWITZERLAND, Schweizerischer
Olympischer 

Slovenia*Association of Sports
Federations
SPAIN, 

Confkderacao  do
Desporto de Portugal
RUSSIA, Russian Olympic Committee
SLOVAKIA, Slovak Association of
Physical Culture
SLOVENIA, Olympic Committee of

Sports
POLAND, Polish Sports Confederation
PORTUGAL, 

tk*Nederlandse Sport Federatie
NORWAY, Norwegian Olympic
Committee and Confederation of

Sportif Luxembourgeois
MALTA, Malta Olympic Committee
NETHERLANDS, Nederlands
Olympisch
Comi 

Comitk Olympique et

Padome
LIECHTENSTEIN, Liechtensteinischer
Olympischer Sportverband
LITHUANIA, Lithuanian Union of
Sports Federations
LUXEMBOURG, 

Sporta FederacijuLatvijas 
Italic0
LATVIA, 

Confederalion
ICELAND, National Olympic and
Sports Association of Iceland
IRELAND, Olympic Council of Ireland

ISRAEL, Sports Federation of Israel
ITALY, Comitato Olimpico Nazionale

Idraets-
Forbund
HUNGARY, Hungarian Sports

G&lands 

GEORGIA, Georgian National
Olympic Committee
GERMANY, Deutscher Sportbund
GREENLAND, 

FrancaisSportif 
Comitk National Olympique

ct 

Itrottasamband
Foroya
FINLAND, Finnish Sports Federation
FRANCE, 

Herccgovine
BULGARIA, Bulgarian Union for
Physical Culture and Sport
CZECH REPUBLIC, Czech Sport
Association
CROATIA, Croatian Olympic
Committee
CYPRUS, Cyprus Olympic Committee
DENMARK, National Olympic
Committee and Sports Confederation
ESTONIA, Estonian Central
Sports Union
FAROE ISLANDS, 

Bosne i Savez 
Sportski

lntetikdkral  Belge
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA, 
Comi3 Olympique et 

&tcrreichische
Bundes-Sportorganisation
BELARUS, National Olympic
Committee of the Republic of Belarus
BELGIUM

Andorrano

AUSTRIA, 
Olimpico Comitt  

National Sport Confederations and/or National Olympic
Committees from the following 40 countries are members of
ENGSO (as per 1998)

ALBANIA, Albanian National Olympic
Committee
ANDORRA, 


